Media Coverage - Debbie Spokes & Hedda Meijer
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EYES ON THE BALL: A female

Debbie Stokes and Hedda Meijer (pictured) won the
2002 Women's Beach Grand Prix title this year . Poole's
Debbie and Netherland's Hedda are based at Loughbor-
ough University where Debbie has just finished a BScin
physical education and sports science and Hedda is
involved in biotechnology. Both play for Loughborough
2 University indoor team.

Hedda played a little beach volleyball in the Nether-
lands but Debbie, while an experienced indoor player,
had not played much on the beaches until this season.
Hedda uses her height well at the net for attack and
block and smaller Debbie is skilful in defence. The pair
entered the Giand Prix series afier winning the Chal-
lenger at Boscombe in June. They won the Weston
Grand Prix, came second at Poole and reached the
semifinals at Barry Grand Prix. They also reached the
semifinals at the Boscombe Open.

The top women players of Audrey Cooper, Mo Glover,
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Hedda Meijer serves for Stokes/Meijer at the Weymouth Beach Classic photograp© BM Totterdell
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They acl tured) won the challenger at Boscombe when
playing and were runners up in the main Grand mmented,
“We hav Prix at Poole. Audrey commented that they 1ger
players, play very well as a team and have a good e mis-
takes. V understanding. wofter balls
and allow the opposition to make the mistakes.” Hedda
and Debbie are determined to get to the next level.
England’s Audrey Cooper commented after their Chal-
lenger victory at Boscombe in June that the pair played
very well to ether. (Picture page 8, Stoke’s letter - repo
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These two won the recent event in Weslon super Mare and are becorring increasingly difficult to
beat. Hedda Meijer is from Germany and Debbie Spokes from nearby Poole - they

could be the surprise package on the beach this weekend.

Man’s world for female duo

BEACH VOLLEYBALL
OLYMPIC hopefuls Amanda Glover
and Denise Austin became the first
females to compete in a British
‘men’s event when they took part in
the Boscombe Invitation Cup.

Glover and Austin not only made
blocks against some of the biggest
men in the competition but thg
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not complain and were even happy
to wear the men’s extra large com-
petition vests.

Although Glover and Austin did-
n't make the men's final, they did
get to the climax of the women's
competition.

However, they lost 24 to number
one seeds Hedda Meijer and Debbie
Spokes.

It was good preparstion for

qualify for the Athens 2004 Ran
Olympics by playing in the FIVB
Waorld Tour throughout Europe this
summer,

BIG BLOCK: Action from the Boscome Invitation bn:h event

Glover and Austin, who will try to Top seeds Tim Hollis and Mike Y
E beat Jody Gooding and Col-  Borough Council and backed by
in Paterson 2-0 in the men's final.

The Boscombe Invitation Cup was  and Pinnacle Events and Marketing
staged by Bournemouth Beach Services.
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